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EDITORIAL. 

ROYAL SANITARY INSTITUTE CONGRESS. 
One of thg mast important Congresses held1 

during the year in the United Kingdom, froan 
whatever vim-point it may be regardkd, is that 
convened by the Royal Sanitary Institute, go, 
Buckinghm Palace Road, S. W., and held this 
year at Folkestone from June 20th to the 25th, 
the Presidential Address at t h e  inaugural 
meeting bfeing given by the: Earl of Radnar. 

The trite saying, “ the Nation’s Health is 
the Nation’s Wealth!,” embodies a profound 
truth!, and it is to sanitary science that we must 
look ta lay the foundations of that health, for 
none know better than trained nurses h m  often 
the illnasses they are called upon to care for 
in hospitals and! infirmaries, and in the homes 
of the poor, amongst school children and1 young 
infants, are due, directly or indirectly, ta bad 
sanitary surroundings, .sa that a, passionate d e  
sire is aroused in many nurses ta h d p  to secure 
proper sanitary conditions, because they know 
full well that nothing affects the physical and 
moral health of the people so adversely as  bad 
sanitation, inadequate housing and overcrowd- 
ing; nothing is a greater preventive of zymotic 
and other diseases, or tends to clmelap sdf- 
respect and the rearing ob a strong Ace, more 
than proper and sanitary conditions of living. 

It was fitting, therefore, that the Congress 
should be received with all h o n m  by the Mayor 
of Folkestone, wha also presided at a public 
luncheon on the opening day, and subsequently 
opened, the Health Exhibitim; and nort anly 
by the Mayor of Folkestone, .for, an the last 
&ay, many of the Congess members crass& to 
Bo lu lpe ,  where there was a R-im by the 
Mayor of B d o g n e ,  wha entertain@ them ta 
tea, and where they had the adtrsntage and 
pleasure of visiting the Buresru d’Hy$ene, the 
Hospital of St. Louis, the Waterwarks, the 

CEuvre de la Gout de Lait, besides the interest- 
ing Hotel-dsVille, and other places,. 

The Delegates odicially appointed tol replresent 
Government Departments, the Dominions., 
foreign countries, &a., numbered s m e  200, 

besides about 300 Health Authorities through- 
oat the United Kingdom. Many of the 5,000 
memkrs  of the Institute also attendkd. 

T h  Congress dealt with a large var?ety of 
subjects, those most interesting ta trained 
nurses being the Section on ‘‘ Health Visdtors ” 
on the afternoon of Tuesday, June 21st, pre 
sided over by Miss Gertrude Tuckwell, J.P., 
President af the Women Sanitary Inspectors’ 
and Health Visitars’ Association, and the 
Section rn “ Hygiene of Maternity and’ Child 
Welfare ” (including School Hygiene), on the 
mornings of Thu~sday, June 23rdt, and1 Friday, 
June 24th, presided wer by Mrs. H. A. L. 
Fisher, at both1 of which a number of important 
subjects were dealt with. Thus Miss Elizabeth 
M. Wyatt pleaded for closer cmqeration be- 
tween Health Visitors, District Nurses, School 
Nurses and Midwives, and Miss Hannah Weir, 
Superintendent Health Visitor at 2%. Helens, 
presented an interesting p p e r  an “The Trained 
Nurse in Public Health,” introdking it hy 
saying that “ a discussion on the training and 
qualificatians most suitable for a Health Visitor 
was particularly opportune at the present 
moment, because the scheme of training out- 
lined by the Bmrd of Education in a circular 
dated July, 1919, has apparently not met with 
the measure of success which its s p n s e r s  
possibly desired. ” 
The Popular Lecture, which is always an in- 

teresting feature af the Congress, was this year 
given by Professor Mellanby, M.A., M.D., on 
“ Vitamines and their Relation to Health.’’ 

One result of the Congress should be to in- 
terest an increasing number of nurses in the 
Courses of Lectures, followed by examinations 
far Health Visitors and School Nurses. 
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